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CONGRESSMAN THOMPSON PREPARES FOR MEDGAR 
EVERS CELEBRATION 

 
WASHINGTON, D.C. – Today, United States Representative Bennie 
Thompson (D-MS) released the following statement: 
 
“Medgar Evers was a pioneer in the struggle for civil rights and racial 
justice.  He is perhaps the most under-celebrated martyr of our time.  As a 
fellow Mississippian and advocate for the poor, I am honored to participate 
in the events commemorating the 40th anniversary of Medgar’s 
assassination. 
 
“This year’s celebration will present a grand opportunity to educate our 
young people about the life and legacy of a true champion of equality.  
The Medgar Evers Institute should be commended for the foresight and 
vision to make these events happen.  Mississippi’s ability to overcome the 
challenges Medgar faced rests with the perspective and ideals with which 
we leave our children.  Those ideals should be equality amongst the races 
and an appreciation for our history. 
 
“I am pleased to join such distinguished leaders as Medgar’s widow, 
Myrlie Evers-Williams, Julian Bond, Rep. John Lewis (D-GA) and others 
for the inaugural National Day of Remembrance for Medgar.  If anyone’s 
legacy is cause for pause and remembrance, certainly Medgar’s is such a 
legacy. 
 
“For that reason, I will jointly -  along with Sen. Thad Cochran (R-MS) - 
introduce legislation honoring Medgar.  While such a tribute is long 
overdue, it is still appropriate. 
 
“The events planned for June 9-16 will highlight the life of Medgar Wiley 
Evers.” 
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